
.                                                                                         

encompasses the full breadth of 

assertions;                                                                                           

.                                                                                                  

thesis is clarified in scope;                                         

.                                                                                                  

ideas and writing are clear.

Defensible and slightly nuanced thesis                                                                                                               

.                                                                           

encompasses the full depth and  breadth 

of assertions;                                                                                                                        

.                                                                                                                                            

thesis is clarified in scope;                                               

.                                                                                                                        

ideas and writing are clear.

Defensible, nuanced and appropriately 

comprehensive thesis                                                                                                                   

.                                                                           

encompasses the full depth and 

breadth of all claims and evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidencerd evidence                                            
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Element Strand Criteria 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Writes mostly in third 

person.

Writes primarily in third person;                                                                          

.                                                                               

largely establishes and 

maintains distance with regard 

to purpose and audience

Writes in third person; 

consistently establishes and 

maintains an appropriate 

distance;                                                    

.                                                                                    

limited use of colloquialism and 

contractions;                                         

.                                                                                          

attempts to write in appropriate 

tense given the content area 

(literature is always analyzed in present tense) .

Almost always writes with an 

appropriate distance;                                      

.                                                                     

almost no colloquialisms and 

contractions;                                                

.                                                                                  



S
p

e
lli

n
g

Most task / content 

specific language is 

spelled correctly.

Most general academic, task / 

content specific language is 

spelled correctly.

Almost all spelling is correct;                                                                      

.                                                                      

several spelling errors do not 

obstruct meaning.

Almost all spelling is correct;                                            

.                                                                           

spelling errors do not hinder 

reading. Few or no mistakes in spelling. Few or no mistakes in spelling.

G
ra

m
m

a
r

No more capitalization 

errors than pages.

No more capitalization/ end 

punctuation total errors than 

pages.

No more capitalization/ 

punctuation (excluding commas) 

total errors than pages;                                                               

.                                                                                        

command of grammar does not 

obstruct meaning.

No more capitalization/ 

punctuation (excluding commas)/  

subject-verb agreement total errors 

than pages;                                                                           

.                                                                                      

command of grammar does not 

hinder reading.

No more capitalization/ punctuation 

(including commas)/ subject-verb 

agreement/ vague pronoun reference 

total errors than pages;                                                                                                    

.                                                                                                

command of grammar contributes to 

readability.

No more capitalization/ punctuation 

(including commas)/ subject-verb 

agreement/ vague pronoun reference/ 

misplaced modifier total errors than 

pages;                                                                                                                                     

.                                                                                       

strong command of grammar contributes 

to readability.

Element Strand Criteria 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

R
e

v
is

in
g

Q
u

a
lit

y

Teacher feedback leads 

student to some 

revision of minimal 

depth                                       

.                                                               

(simplistic revisions).

Teacher feedback leads student 

to adequate revision of some 

depth                                      .                                                                           

(makes almost all revisions at 

surface level).

Teacher feedback leads student to 

substantive revision                                                              

.                                                                                   

(makes almost all revisions 

thoroughly).

Teacher feedback leads student to 

substantive revision that supports 

substantiation of position                                                               

.                                                                           

(makes almost all revisions 

thoroughly w/ special emphasis on 

power strands).

Student independently seeks focused 

feedback from teacher based their 

areas of growth;                                              

.                                                        

substantive revisions support 

substantiation of position                                                           

.                                                                            

(makes almost all revisions 

thoroughly w/ special emphasis on 

power strands and areas of growth).

Student independently seeks feedback 

from various sources based on their 

areas of growth;                                                   

.                                                                               

substantive revisions support the 

substantiation of position                                                         

.                                                                                 

(goes above and beyond in making all 

revisions thoroughly w/ special 

emphasis on power strands and areas of 

growth).

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

a
lis

m

Paper is complete. 

Almost all the necessary 

documents are turned in 

on time.

Paper is complete. Almost all 

the necessary documents are 

turned in on time.

Paper is complete and follows the 

guidelines of the assignment. All 

the necessary documents are 

turned in on time.

Paper is neat, complete and follows 

the guidelines of the assignment. 

All the necessary documents are 

turned in on time.

Paper is crisp, neat, complete and 

follows the guidelines of the 

assignment. All the necessary 

documents are turned in on time.

Paper is crisp, neat, complete and 

follows the guidelines of the assignment. 

All the necessary documents are turned 

in on time.

M
LA

 

F
o

rm
a

tt
in

g

Correctly uses 

parentheses to cite 

evidence.

Correctly cites evidence using 

parentheses, quotation marks 

and periods.

Correctly cites evidence using 

parentheses, quotation marks, 

commas, and periods.

Correctly uses in text citations as 

well as block quotes. Punctuation 

around citations is grammatically 

correct.

Correctly uses in text citations and 

block quotes from multiple texts. 

Works Cited page is mostly correct.

Correctly uses in text citations and block 

quotes from multiple texts. Works Cited 

page is entirely correct.

D
o

cu
m

e
n

t

Header provides correct 

information.

Header is correctly formatted 

welajP9Nitle is 

centered.


